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Synopsis 

Ori, Masahisa (Department of Parasitology, Institute of Medical Science, 
University of Tokyo) : Observations on bites of Chiracanthium japonicum Bos. 
et Str. (Araneae: Clubionidae) in Japan. Acta ArachnoL, 26(2) : 64-68 (1975). 

Chiracanthium japonicum, the most common spider making house with 
leaf of Graminaceae, is well known as venomous for a person. During the 
period from 1956 to 1974, five bite cases of this species were reported from 
various districts in Japan. These cases were classified by the severity of 
clinical manifestation into four types, symptomless, mild, moderate and 
severe. Four bite cases in all cases were occurred by male and two bite 
cases were of the severe type. The most serious problem in the trearment 
was difficulty in relieving continuous sharp pain by any anodynes or sedatives. 
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Table 1. Summary of episodes attributed to bites of spider, 


Chiracanthium japonicum. 


Case 

No. 

1 Date of 
bite 

Patient’s 

activity 

Location of 
lesion 

Description 

Spider’s 

sex 

1 

Jun. 56 

Catching 

Right finger 

Only sensation of “sting” 

Male 

2 

Jun. 59 

Weeding 

Right finger 

Sharp pain, swelling, and 
redness; later slight fever, 
general malaise; 
healed in several days 

Male 

3 

Jun. 68 

Catching 

Right finger 

Sharp pain, swelling, and 
redness ; 40 minutes later 
nausea; anorexia; 
healed in 6 days 

Male 

4 

July. 73 

Sleeping 

Back 

No sensation of bite; 
wheal fomation, 
marked itching, 
healed in 2 days 

Male 

5 

Ang. 74 

Catching 

Right finger 

“Sting” followed by itching 
and red wheal formation; 
painful biting-area; 
healed in several days 

Female 
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12mm, *t8-llmm, (liP 1943, ;jtM 1949, 

i:im 1963, 1966) o 


Table 2. Four types of clinical manifestation of bites 
of spider, Chiracanthium japonicum. 


Grade 

Type 

Grade 1. 

Symptomless 

The patients have few physical sings or symptoms. 
They have only painful sensation caused by the 
puncture of the fangs of spider. 

Grade 2. 

Mild type 

The patients complain mainly of marked itching, and 
occasionally swelling and redness. 

Grade 3. 

Moderate type 

The patients complain mainly of localized pain or 
tenderness for a long time. 

Grade 4. 

Severe type 

The patients complain of generalised symptoms. 
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